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T. UNITED BRANDS LOCAL REP (FORMER AMBASSADOR ROBERT 
CORRIGAN) HAS INFORMED DEPT THAT FOR UNKNOWN REASONS 
ITALIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (MFT) HAS WITHHELD 
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DANGER OF SPOILING. UB HAS PROTESTED THROUGH ITALIAN 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON AS WELL AS THROUGH COMPANY'S REPS IN 
ITALY, SO FAR TO NO AVAIL. ACCORDING TO COMPANY SOURCES, 
REASON FOR MFT'S ACTION PROBABLY RELATED TO PAST ALI.FGA- 
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TIONS OF BRIBERY OF ITALIAN OFFICIALS ON THE PART OF UB 
TO OBTAIN FAVORABLE IMPORT TREATMENT. 
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2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO APPROACH APPROPRIATE 
GOI OFFICIALS AND INQUIRE AS TO THE SPECIFIC REASONS IN 
THIS CASE FOR THE MFT DENIAL. 

3. FYI: NEW MANAGEMENT AT UNITED BRANDS HAS BEEN MAKING 
A BIG EFFORT TO CLEAN UP ITS OPERATIONS ABROAD AND IMPROVE 
ITS IMAGE. END FYI. INGERSOLL 
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